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   Every ABA member who has attended the Wickenburg Festi-
val in the last three years has seen Dennis Vance, on stage, giv-
ing away a new Weber mandolin as first prize in the annual Man-
dolin Contest.  Many of us wind up wandering a few blocks from 
the festival to his shop, The Mandolin Store, easily identified by 
the giant replica of a mandolin parked on the roof at the front of 
the shop.  Curious to learn how the Mandolin Store became what 
it is today, I asked Dennis to fill in the story and let the ABA 
membership get to know him. What follows is an interview that 
took place by phone and email contacts during the first week in 
January. 
 
Bill: How'd you get into the instrument selling business? 

 Dennis: I originally started looking for a better guitar 
about 1999.  I actually fell victim to an on-line con and lost a 
chunk of money.   I then decided I should sell my 1968 Gibson F
-5 mandolin to neutralize the money I lost.  I took that 
money and started buying Martin guitars and playing each for a 
while and then selling it and buying another.  I did the same 
things with mandolins.   My day job was traveling as a District 
Manager for Ace Hardware and I was getting frustrated with all 
of the driving and corporate America.  So, I quit and decided to 
open a niche shop that specialized in mandolins.  I decided to 

combine my experience in business with my passion for instru-
ments. We’ve just celebrated our fifth year in the business, which 
seems like a short time for all the things we’ve been through and 
all the friends we’ve made along the way.  
  

Bill: When did you start playing and what got you started? 
 Dennis: My dad tried his best to get me to play guitar 
when I was very young, about four or five years old. He would 
tune it to an open tuning and try and get me to play.  He says he 
recognized that I had talent, but I had more interest in 
sports.  When I was ten, he got me a banjo and I could play it 
fine with a pick but never got the roll.  So, I gave that up. A few 
years later dad had me helping him tune his guitar by me pluck-
ing the strings on another.   One thing led to another and pretty 
soon I was playing pretty good.  Later, he took me with him 
when traded a guitar for a mandolin.  I fooled around with it on 
the ride home, sitting in the back seat of the car and had a few 
songs worked out by the time we got home.  
  
Bill: How'd you decide to uproot from Ohio? 
Dennis: My parents moved to Arizona a few years ago and  
  
               ...Continued on page 2 

                        An Interview with Dennis Vance          by Bill Sheldon 

  Owner of The Mandolin Store, Wickenburg, Arizona 

A 
ew Look 
The Arizona Bluegrass website is changing. More dynamic, more information, a real calendar, additional links and even pictures of ABA mem-
bers . Take a moment to review it, perhaps you will see you or your band at one of our past functions. The ABA website address is changing from 
www.azbluegrass.org to www.arizonabluegrass.com. 
 

ABA Board Meeting 
 Last call reminder that on Saturday February 7th @ 11:00 am we will be conducting our first 2009 official ABA board meeting at 7257 N. 50th 
Drive Glendale, Az 85301. (623-435-8406).    

Call for volunteers 
For those of you who would like to get involved, we are still looking for volunteers to help us with the many new (and ongoing)  
tasks your Board has scheduled for this year. We especially need help with keeping track of Jams and Events, set-up and staffing of 
the ABA booth, WEB site updates and various clerical duties,      

Banjo Rick 

         Letter from the Prez             by Rick Rhodes 
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we were attracted to it.  We knew we did not want to grow old in 
Ohio.  The nature of our business being largely mail order en-
abled us to pick where we wanted to live.  We really liked Wick-
enburg and the Bluegrass festival made it a no-brainer.  Now 
Arizona feels like home. We’ve got family close by and a host of 
new friends.  
  
Bill: Why mandolin store? 
 Dennis: I did not feel there was a store out there really 
exploiting the niche to its potential.  I had just as much interest in 
Martin guitars but there were so many guitars stores.  Now that 
the business has grown, we have come full circle and are now 
also selling Martin guitars--the thing that really got me started 
buying and selling instruments. 
  
Bill: What kind of musical community did you leave behind 

in Ohio and what have you found in Arizona? 
 Dennis: We had a very strong following in Southern 
Ohio.   There was a stronger bluegrass community there than 
there appears to be here in Arizona.   I think being close to Ken-
tucky, West Virginia and the places where Bluegrass music was 
born, is the reason.   I hope we can help to build a stronger blue-
grass community here in the Southwest. 
 

Bill: I noticed you used to have a link on your site to a Martin 

dealer and now you carry Martin guitars--how did that come 

about?   
 Dennis: Martin called us in November and asked us if 
we were interested in becoming dealers.   I had avoided it for a 
few years as not to upset a friend of mine in the business.  Martin 
guitars were the natural choice for us.  We feel this addition 
really makes us "Arizona’s Bluegrass Superstore.”   We have 
Martin guitars, Gibson banjos and mandolins, Collings Guitars 
and Weber mandolins.  We are now the real deal.  I guess you 
might say we’re bonafide. 
  
Bill: Martin’s a great addition.  Your showroom is far too 

tempting.  I’ve played at least 40 different mandolins while 

shopping there—Webers, Gibsons, Eastmans and last visit a 

couple of nice Breedloves.  Can you comment on you selec-

tion of brands to carry? 

 Dennis: With Weber, Collings and Eastman we have 
vaulted ourselves to be their number one mandolin dealers in the 
world, Breedlove too. Why?  Primarily because we believe in 
carrying a good selection and having it in stock so that each cus-
tomer can find the instrument that best suits their needs. All three 
of these makers have high quality instruments and the price 
points are widely varied, so someone looking for an affordable 
first instrument has as much choice as someone looking to up-
grade to a high end instrument.  We do take some nice items in 
trade as well, like the early 90’s Flatirons we get from time to 
time. These are sweet instruments and part of the history of man-
dolin-making.  There was a time when there were few quality 
choices other than Gibson.  Now the marketplace has expanded 
tremendously. Now there are a wide selection of boutique mak-
ers, like Jason Harshbarger at Highland Strings as well larger 
scale producers like Weber, Eastman and Breedlove.  I pick mak-

ers with close attention to quality materials and dependable, well 
constructed instruments.  
 

Bill: You and your wife, Kathy, actually went to China, I un-

derstand, and observed the luthiers at work at Eastman.  

How was that?  
 Dennis: That was a tremendous experience. We went to 
Beijing, did some sight-seeing and shopping and then traveled 
out into the countryside to focus on Eastman. Once we arrived at 
the Eastman factory, I felt like I had stepped back in time and 
was in Kalamazoo, Michigan in the 60's.   What I found, was a 
group of people committed to producing finely hand crafted in-
struments and loving every minute of it.  I was able to give input 
on tone bar carving, shading of the varnish instruments, and the 
headstock design on the acoustic guitars.   I could not ignore the 
craftsmanship and beauty of the Eastman archtop guitars, so we 
now have those in our shop.     The sound and quality of the new 
acoustic guitar line was incredible for the low price.   
 
We also experienced the hustle and high-pressure street vendors 
of the marketplace in Beijing. Kathy's highlight was definitely 
the Pearl Market.   She reminded me that nice jewelry is the same 
to her as musical instruments are to me.   OK, I get it now! 
 
Bill: One of the things that struck me, having been to a lot of 

music stores, is that in your store I don’t find dusty, out-of-

tune instruments or rusty strings.  With such a large inven-

tory, how is that possible?  
 Dennis: We have a deep commitment to having the play
-ready instruments on-hand. We spend a good deal of time set-
ting the instruments up.  Most manufactures will say they set up 
instruments before shipping to a dealer, but in my experience that 
amounts to little more than putting on the strings.  A good set 
up is extremely important.  That’s true across the range of man-
dolins and guitars. It's important to be sure the strings are not too 
high in the nut, the bridge is in the right place, and the truss rod 
is adjusted properly.   Our reputation for these details setting the 
instruments up, having the product in stock, having a competitive 
price, and just plain being fair is the reason for the success. 
  
Bill: Dennis, you started out swapping guitars and ended up 

making a reputation as a premier mandolin seller, so has the 

mandolin become your favorite in the process?  
  Dennis: Don’t mean to disappoint you, but the guitar is 
still my “main axe,” as they say.   
 
You can find The Mandolin Store on the web at 

www.themandolinestore.com or just stop in if you happen to 

be in Wickenburg.  

 

Rhonda Vincent and Dennis on the roof of The Mandolin Store. 



February, 2009  Page 3 

 

 

Book Review  
 

The Sunny Side of Appalachia: Bluegrass from the Grassroots 
Author: B. L. Dotson-Lewis 

 

The Sunny Side of Appalachia: Bluegrass from the Grassroots is a 

new book on bluegrass released by West Virginia writer B. L. Dotson-Lewis. She says 
that "my books are filled with oral histories, narratives, black and white photos. Great for 
the classroom. Original dialect, verbatim, uncut." The Sunny Side of Appalachia is the 
third book in this group for the Appalachian Mountain Project. 
 
Original and authentic describes the work of B. L. Dotson-Lewis. Born in the coalfields of 

Southwest Virginia and raised in the coalfields of West Virginia.  
This author strikes out on her own to give the mountain people a voice through oral histories, photos 
and narratives.  
This book explores the exciting world of bluegrass music from the grassroots. Uncut, verbatim and in 
original dialect, the early years of the struggling musician comes alive.  
Ride along with Bobby Osborne and Jesse McReynolds to the one-room schools and the honky tonks or stand on top of the conces-
sion stands at drive-in theatres where they first played. Near starvation, heartache nor uncooperative record companies stop these 
musicians from telling the stories of the mountain people in the high lonesome sound of bluegrass music.  
Available on www.amazon.com,www.buybooksontheweb.com 184 pages, 8.5x11" large print, recycled paper, b&w photos, $15.95 

       Letter from the Editor              by John Bragg 
 

Well, here it is February and our beautiful Arizona weather is all around us once 
again. It sure is nice to sit on the patio with my mandolin and a cup of coffee and 
watch the birds and neighbors cringe as I try to make it through Blackberry Blossom 
for the umpteenth time. Ah, Spring, sweet Spring! 
 

 Just a reminder... If you are going to camp at Huck Finn, be sure to tell them that you are an 
             ABA member if you want to camp in the ”performers” area.  
 

——john—— 

February 

 Birthdays!  

 

 
1st    Debi Stone 
         Jerry Volk 
2nd   Mary Cloud 
         Jerry Owen 
         Howard Ruby 
         Edmond Ferrigno 
3rd    Raymond Cloud 
         Dee Mauger 
4th    Arthur Forster 
         Long John's Janitorial Svc 
5th    Joan  Ray 
         Linda Eaton Lebow 
         Viccie Wilkening 
         Ian Macpherson 
6th    Gary Clark 
         Art Church 
7th    Dorothy Jack 
         Jim Boice 
8th    Dorothy Ann Williamson 
         Bob Lockett 
9th    Sheila McCormick 
         Ed Wilson 
         Lee Calahan 
11th  Bob Rose 
         Roger Kepner 
12th  Gloria Tobias 
         Ila Coffey 
13th  Roy Bryan 
14th  Mike Cahill 
         Earl Hitt 
17th  Margaret Taylor 
         Tom Merrill 
         G.R. Coffey 
         Kenneth Eden 
20th  Gayle Bragg 
         Reid Drucker 
         Jayne Deyoe 
21st  Sharon Orlowski 
         Robert L Benson 
         Don McCulley 
         Jacquelon Simmons 
22nd  Deanie Schilling 
         Bill Lovett 
         Roger Russell 
23rd  Marjorie Barrows 
         Grace Smith 
         Ray Falkenburg 
         Paul Wilson 
         Mark Richards 
24th  Dell Anderson 
         Barry Hoff 
         Max Merrick 
26th  Michele Cody 
         Betty Smith 
         Fount Kirk, JR. 
         Ted Minney 
27th  James Crawford 
28th  Oskar Fer 

       CD Reviews            by Bonnie Groth 
 
Michael Cleveland and Flamekeeper:  Leavin' Town 
Released 07/29/2008  
 

  Leavin' Town is the latest album from Michael Cleveland and Flamekeeper.  

Michael has made a name for himself in the world of bluegrass fiddle very quickly, garnering the IBMA 
Fiddle Player of the Year award in six of the past eight years, second only to Stuart Duncan who has 
won eight times.  Three of Michael’s previous albums earned IBMA’s Instrumental Album of the Year in 
2002, 2004, and 2006.  As if that weren’t enough, Michael and his band Flamekeeper won the IBMA 
Instrumental Group of the Year award for the second year in a row.  With newcomer youngster Jessie 
Baker on banjo, along with veterans Jesse Brock (mandolin), singer/songwriter Todd Rakestraw 
(guitar), and Marshall Wilborn (bass), these boys can’t hold back!  This is hard driving bluegrass at its 
best.  As quoted in the label notes, “with Flamekeeper, Cleveland has found a band equal to his relent-
less drive and inventiveness, and together they create music that is at once a tribute to classic blue-
grass and a brilliant extension of it.  The jaw-dropping intensity of their live performances have already 
made them a favorite on the bluegrass circuit, and Leavin' Town is filled with hard driving instrumental 
and vocal music that fans the sparks first struck by bluegrass's first generation into a bold new flame.”  
This is new traditional bluegrass at its best.   
 

Sold Down the River; In My Mind to Ramble; My Blue Eyed Darling; I'm Feeling for You (but I Can't 
Reach You); Northern White Clouds; Troubles 'Round My Door; Leavin' Town; Sunday Morning Chris-
tian; Jerusalem Ridge; I'm Ridin' This Train; Come Spring; When You Were Mine; Kickin' Back; and 
Farewell for a Little While. 
 

For more information, visit http://www.flamekeeperband.com and http://www.rounder.com.   
 

For comments and suggestions to this column, please email Bonnie at azgrasslover@yahoo.com. 

What did the mandolin player get on his I.Q. test?    Drool 
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     Arizona  Jams 
 
 

  Phoenix Metro - Central Valley  
 

ARCADIA BLUEGRASS JAM Mama Java's Coffeehouse, 3619 E. Indian School Road, Phoenix, AZ, every Sunday night 7:30 to 9:30 PM. 
 www.mamajavacoffeehouse.com  
ARIZONA PICKERS & GRINNERS SOCIETY Third Saturday of every month 1 PM to 5 PM at Devonshire Senior Center, 2802 E. Devonshire, Phoenix, AZ.  
 Contact Derrick Beracy (480) 429-5107 or Rick Miller (602) 999-4240.  
RESURRECTION EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN GOSPEL JAM   2nd Friday each month, 7 PM to 9:30 PM 2602 N. 17th St, Phoenix. Contact Jason at   
 (602) 361-2785 or jjonker@asu.edu.  
 

     North  Phoenix  

ACOUSTIC JAM SESSIONS First and Third Tuesdays, 6:30 to 8:30 PM at Peoria Library, 8463 West Monroe Street, Peoria. Call Ernie Winterkorn  
 (602) 315-7561. 
WEDNESDAY JAM Rose Garden Manufactured Home Resort Park Clubhouse, 11596 Sierra Dawn Blvd (114  th Ave & Bell), Peoria, AZ. 6:00 - 9:00 PM.   
 Contact: Roger Scharenbroich at (623) 972-5006.  
PHOENIX MOUNTAIN DULCIMER GROUP JAM  9AM to 11AM on the fourth Saturday monthly. Glendale Foothills Library in the Hummingbird Room, 19055  
 N. 57th Ave. Glendale, AZ . All instruments, beginner-advanced welcome. Contact: Mike McClure (602) 739-4577, mcclurem@earthlink.net  
BEGINNER & INTERMEDIATE JAM SESSIONS Led by Nancy Hall. Second Saturday of each month at The Music Hall, 11001 N. 99th Avenue, #120  
 (Two blocks north of Peoria Avenue), Peoria, AZ. Beginners 2:00 - 3:15 PM  Intermediates 3:30 - 4:45 PM. Contact: Nancy Hall, (623) 583-6266.  

 JAM SESSION IN GLENDALE 4TH Sunday monthly, 10am -1pm, at the Concession Stand of the "Glendale Drive-In 9" located at 57th Ave. and 
 Bethany Home Rd. in Glendale. All are welcome. For further information please call KJ Harahuc (602) 349-6836. 
GLENDALE LIBRARY Last Wednesday of each month, 7:00 to 9:00 PM, Glendale Library, 5959 West Brown Street, Glendale.  
 

    East Valley  

TRADITIONAL BLUEGRASS JAM  In the home of Howard and Susan Anderson, Tempe, AZ (regular since  August 1983). Open to all. 7:00 - 10:00 PM. Usually 
 2nd Wednesday of the month. Call (480) 897- 7425 for information.  2009 Jam dates: 1/14, 2/5, 4/15, 5/13, 6/17, 7/8, 8/12, 9/9, 10/14, 11/11, 12/9.  
 

     West Valley  

SING-ALONGS & LOCAL BANDS IN CONCERT Second Saturday and last Tuesday of each month, Sept. - June, 12033 Clubhouse Square (just west of  111 
 Ave. and north of Alabama), Youngtown, Arizona, 6:30 to 9:00PM. For info or to book your band for free concerts, call Paul Wilson at (623) 939-2406.  
 

     Northern Arizona  

BLUEGRASS JAM IN CAMP VERDE New bluegrass music jam in Camp Verde at Denny's Restaurant on Tuesdays from 7PM till ? Pickers and grinners 
 welcome. Call Mark 928-274-3738.  
MONDAY NIGHT BLUEGRASS JAM IN PRESCOTT 7:00-9:00 PM, every Monday at JB’s Restaurant , 1121 E. Sheldon (across from YCC) in Prescott.. Acoustic 
 bluegrass instruments, singers and grinners are welcome. Contact: Bill or Wsquared at 928-708-0843, or  928- 925-7873 . 
<NEW>ROCK SPRINGS BLUEGRASS JAM 1:00-4:00 PM, 3rd Sunday of each month at  the Rock Springs Café & Stage Stop, I-17 at exit 242 (10 miles north of 
 New River). Acoustical instrument players and grinners are welcome. Contact: Jerry Padgett 623- 221- 1836. 
 
     Southern Arizona  

CASA GRANDE BLUEGRASS JAM 6:30-10:00,PM, 1st Saturday of each month. Beginner-advanced pickers and grinners welcome. All acoustic (no electrified 
 instruments.) Contact: 520- 421-2596 , klylen@aol.com. Hosted by Klyle and Ann Stall, 1621 E. Bluebell St, Casa Grande 85222.  
<NEW LOCATION>BLUEGRASS STREET JAM, CASA GRANDE, AZ 6:30-8:30 PM (set-up 5:30), 1st Tuesday of each month, at the corner of Florence St. 
 and 2nd St. (2 blks south of old location, outside of the Cookie Jar Cafe), Old Town section of Casa Grande.  Held in conjunction with the 
 Downtown Association’s: "Art in the Alley".  Antique and Collectable Cars, vendors of all types and the stores will be open along  
 Florence Street.  Contact: Klyle at 520- 421-2596,  klylen@aol.com. 
DOVE MTN JAM, NW TUCSON 3rd Sunday of each month, 3:00 - 5:00 PM, at the Expresso Drini in the Dove Mountain Retail Center (corner of Trangerine Rd 
 and Dove Mtn. Rd). Acoustical instrument players of all levels and grinners are welcome. Contact:l Charlie Sides 520- 579-5918, sides7@juno.com.  
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    BA
D  LISTI
GS  
 
 
BACK PORCH BANDits - Ken Clemmer (602) 841-8905 - www.backporchbandits.com. 

BLUEGRASS GOSPEL EXPRESS - Lynn (928) 632-8846, Shirley (928) 632-8214 - 
 www.bluegrassgospelexpressaz.org. 

THE BREADWINNERS – (Traditional bluegrass) Amos (602) 421-5177, ape_index@cox.net - www.thebreadwinners.net. 

BRUSH ARBOR REVIVAL - (Old-Time Gospel) Peggy Craig (928) 713-3616, BluegrassDove@peoplepc.com.  

CHERRYHOLMES - Jere or Sandy Cherryholmes (928) 380-6723 - www.cherryholmes.net. 

CINDY MARSHALL BAND - Cindy (602) 252-4155, cindymarshallband@yahoo.com - www.cindymarshallband.com. 

COPPER RIVER BAND - Thomas Porter email Thomas@copperriverband.com - www.copperriverband.com. 

EXTRA TOUCH - Keith Freedman (928) 684-8727, Joyce Mills (928) 671-0027, frontporchgospel@yahoo.com - www.extratouchbluegrass.com. 

FIRE RIDGE -  John Burton (602) 301-9391, fireridgemusic@yahoo.com - www.myspace.com/fireridge  
 (Winner - Four Corner States Bluegrass Festival band contest (Wickenburg), Third place - 2008 Rocky Grass band  contest)  

FLINT HILL SPECIAL - Glen Wilbourn: (928) 632-8411,  flinthill@cybertrails.com - www.flinthillspecial.com. 

GOSPEL JOY - Joy Williams (928) 380-8038;  46125 E. US Hwy 60/70, Salome, AZ 85348 

HEADLINE BLUEGRASS BAND - (Contemporary Bluegrass, Traditional Sound) - Bill Cox (480) 208-5217, RevWLcox@hotmail.com - 
 www.myspace.com/headlinebluegrass. (Winner - Best Band at 2008 Pickin’ in the Pines, Best Banjo - 2008 Rocky Grass)  

HIGH HILLS BLUEGRASS BAND - (818) 781-0836, leslie@highhills.com. 

IGOR’S JAZZ COWBOYS - Igor (602) 315-1525 - www.IgorsJazzCowboys.com. 

JAM PAK BLUES ‘N’ GRASS NEIGHBORHOOD BAND -Anni Beach (480) 963-6811, ACVCBeach@aol.com - www.JamPak.com. 

JOSHUA STONE BAND – Mike Combest (602) 291-8374, jmichaelcombest@gmail.com - www.geocities.com/bilanderson/ypageJS.html  

THE MILL CREEK BOYS - Michael Wasbotten (909) 792-0690, themandolin@themillcreekboys.com - www.themillcreekboys.com. 

MONDAY NIGHT BLUEGRASS BAND - Bill Williamson, Prescott (928) 708-0843, wsquared00@cableone.net. 

THE RED MOUNTAIN BOYS AND PEGGY - (928) 713-3616, RMB@TheRedMountainBoys.com - www.TheRedMountainBoys.com. 

RENO & SHEILA McCORMICK - (928) 567-0182, reno@swiftwireless.com.  

THE ROLLANDS - Peter Rolland 480-969-9744; peterrolland@cox.net; www.myspace.com/peterdocrolland; 3-time National Fiddle Champion, Cert. Division 

SALT RIVER BAND - Mike St. George (480) 897-2085, mstgeorge@cox.net - www.saltriverbluegrass.net. 

SHALOM FEIVAL AND ROCKY MOUNTAIN JEWGRASS – Saul Rosenthal (303) 748-4815, saul@sfrpr.com. 

SHASTA DAYLIGHT (Traditional Bluegrass) - Lisa Roberts (602) 570-8143, Lisamari57@aol.com. www.shastadaylight.com 

SPECIAL BLEND - Ray Sealing  (928) 300-6810, raysealing@isp.com 

STRICTLY BUSINESS - Stephen May  (623) 972-8446, hakngolfer@cox.net. 

STUCK IN REVERSE - Peggy (702) 361-2116, pegrue@cox.net -www.stuckinreverse.net. 

TANGLED STRINGS - (Traditional Bluegrass) John Harris (623) 486-2421, tangledstringsaz@yahoo.com - www.tangledstrings.com. 

WHISTLE STOP - Carol Pearse (623) 780-8414, whistlestopbluegrass@cox.net, www.whistlestopbluegrass.com, 
 www.myspace.com/whistlestopbluegrass 
 

If you wish to list your band in the ABA Beacon, one or more of the players must be a member of the Arizona Bluegrass Association.  

 

To list your jam, your band or an event; to place an advertisement, to submit an article or to get membership information, please contact:  
John Bragg at johnb@arizonabluegrass.com  
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Discount to ABA Members 

Festivals,  Concerts  &  Events  
 
Every Monday - Monday Night Melodies, Peoria, AZ  7PM - 8:30 PM at the Peoria Library, 8463 W. Monroe St., Peoria. Advanced booking 
 arranged for local talent - three 30 minute sets. Email to Sandra Austin at azfolk@aol.com or call 623-972-3021.  
 

Every Friday and Saturday - The Cornerstone Coffeehouse, El Mirage, AZ Saturday—Live bluegrass and acoustic bands ($3.00 cover chg),  
 Friday—free “open mic night” from 7-9 p.m.  13915 North Dysart Road, (corner of N. Dysart and W. Thunderbird).  
 For directions, upcoming performances or to book your band contact: 623- 933-1118, www.cornerstonecoffehouse.com .  
 
February 13 - 15, 2009 ~ Colorado River Bluegrass Festival, Bullhead City, AZ At the Bullhead Chamber of Commerce & City Park, 1251 Highway 
 95. Appearing will be Lost and Found, Bluegrass Patriots, James King, Third Generation, The Rarely Heard.  
 For more information call: (928) 768-5819 or (928) 201-5819 or E-Mail Banjo@Citilink.net and visit coloradoriverbluegrass.com 
 
February 20 - 22, 2009 ~ Lakeshore Bluegrass Festival, Havasu Landing, CA Appearing are Yellow Sky Dancers, Dillards,  
 Anderson Family Band, Shulers, Lost Highway, IIIrd Generation, Trusting Heart, Virtual Strangers  Call (800) 307-3610, www.bluegrassfestival.biz   
 
<CANCELLED> Soggy Mountain Bluegrass Festival, Quartzite, AZ has been cancelled for 2009.  
 
March 6, 2009 ~ Cherryholmes: Live In Concert, Tucson , AZ  Two shows (4:00 & 7:30PM) at DesertView Performing Arts Center at  Saddlebrooke.  
 For tickets call 520-818-1000, tickets.saddlebrooketwo.com 
 
March 6 – 8, 2009 ~ Bluegrass On The Beach, Lake Havasu City, AZ (Formerly Parker, Bluegrass On The River), Appearing are Cherryholmes,  
 Dailey & Vincent, New Found Road, Bluegrass Bros., Bound to Ride, Audie Blaylock & Redline, U.S. Navey Band Country Current,  
 Lorraine Jordan & Carolina Road, Anderson Family. Call (209) 480-4693,  roaddog@caltel.com, www.landspromotions.com  
 

March 8, 2009 ~ Cherryholmes: Live In Concert, Chandler, AZ  3 P.M. at the Chandler Center for the Arts. 
 For tickets call 480-782-2680, www.chandlercenter.org 
 

March 13—15, 2009 ~ All Association Jam, Quartzite, AZ  For more information call: Al Bess, 702-566-9372 
  
March 21 & 22, 2009 ~ Glendale Folk & Heritage Festival, Glendale, AZ   Music, various workshops and other activities.  
 For more information call: Sahuaro Ranch Park Historic Area at 623-930-4200,  www.glendaleaz.com/srpha/   
  

March 21 & 22, 2009 ~ Old Town Temecula Bluegrass Festival, Temecula, CA  Appearing are Claire Lynch Band, Bluegrass Etc, Silverado 
 Bluegrass Band, Sligo Rags, Flinthill Special, This Just In, Whistlestop Bluegrass, Bluegrass Brethren and more.  
 Call 951-678-1456,  melsads@aol.com, www.temeculacalifornia.com. For camping reservations call 951-678-0831.  
 

April 24 & 26, 2009 ~ Bluegrass In The Park, Benson, AZ  Appearing are Goldwing Express, Bost Family, Louisiana Grass, Palmer Divide, 
 Jam Pak & Grass Neighborhood Band, Headline Bluegrass, Trusting Heart, Dorian Wells.  
 Call 520-586-2842, www.bluegrassfestival.biz, www.bensonchamberaz.com   
  
May 3, 2009 (Noon-6pm) ~ Sedona Bluegrass Festival, Sedona, AZ  Appearing are Tim O’Brien, Todd Phillips-David Grier,-Matt Flinner Trio, 
 Crystal Ridge Bluegrass Band, Burnet Family Bluegrass Band.  Call 928-204-2415, www.chambermusicsedona.org  
  
  
 

Music Instruction  
 
Arlene, Phoenix - Fiddle, Guitar & Vocal (602) 297-1359  
 

Dick Brown, West Valley - Banjo (623) 594-4273  
 

Mike Cahill, West Valley, Beginning Bluegrass Guitar 
(623) 692-6850  
 
June, Phoenix - Beginning Autoharp & Piano (602) 765-2832  
 
Reno McCormick, Camp Verde - Guitar, Mandolin, Banjo, Fiddle, Dobro  
 (928) 567-0182  
 

Greg Morton, Tucson - Guitar, Mandolin & Banjo  
 gmorton@theriver.com or (520) 682-2558  
 

The Music Hall, Peoria - Various Instruments (623) 583-6266  
 

Peter Rolland, West Mesa, Fiddle, Mandolin, Guitar, Bass(480) 969-9744  
 

Patrick Weber, Surprise - Guitar & Fiddle (623) 374-4485  
 

Bruce Wurst, Phoenix / Scottsdale - Mandolin, Guitar, Bass, Fiddle &  Banjo  
 (602) 971-3355  

 
 
 
 
 

“Your home in the Rim Country” 
for reservations call   928-970-9511 

 
Pine Creek Cabins LLC 

3901 North Ariz. Hwy. 87 HC1 Box 614 Pine, Arizona 85544 
 www.pinecreekcabinsllc.com 

Welcome, Neighbor 
    
ew Members 

 
Jerry Padget 
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                    Paul WIlson's  

    BLUEGRASS SONG OF THE MONTH  

THIS IS A GOOD BLUEGRASS SO
G WRITTE
 BY DOUG ELRICK. DOUG IS A MEMBER OF THE HIGH PLAI
S 

TRADITIO
 BA
D. THEY RECORDED THIS SO
G O
 THEIR "PRAIRIE WI
D" CD.  

CHUCK TI
SLEY - HARMO
Y VOCALS/GUITAR; DOUG ELRICK - LEAD VOCALS/MA
DOLI
; KE

Y PABST 

-HARMO
Y VOCALS/BASS A
D DA
 CARTER - BASS VOCALS/BA
JO. 

PRAIRIE WI
D 
 
           D 

THE WI
D UPO
 THE WHEAT FIELDS LOOK LIKE WAVES OUT O
 THE OCEA
 

         G                                                          D 

THE SKY ABOVE 
EVER SEEMED SO BLUE 
 

OUT O
 THE WI
DI
G ROAD THERE’S A TUMBLEWEED A BLOWI
 

                     G                                                                 A 

A
D THAT TUMBLE WEED HAS SEE
 A LOT OF PLACES 
 

                 (CHORUS) 
                         G                                       D                                  G                          D 

             PRAIRIE WI
D KEEP A FLOWI
G---LIKE A RIVER TO THE SEA 

                        G                                  D 

KEEP THEM TUMBLE WEEDS A ROLLI
G 

         G                                                                         D 

FOR TOMORROW WHO K
OWS WHERE I’LL BE 
               G                               A                      D 

             PRAIRIE WI
D WA
T YOU SET MY SOUL FREE 
 

D 


OW I CA
’T HELP TO THI
K HOW IT WILL HURT MY MOM A
D DADDY 

                G                                                               D 

WHE
 I TELL THEM I HAVE THE URGE TO ROAM 
 

A
D WHE
 THESE MEADOW WI
DS KEEP A WHISPERI
G TO ME GE
TLY 

            G                                                                            A 

A
D I K
OW SOMEDAY IT’LL TAKE ME FROM MY HOME    
 

D 

SO FOR 
OW I’LL SPE
D MY TIME JUST A DREAMI
 OF THOSE PLACES 

   G                                                                             D 

I THI
K THAT OLE TUMBLE WEED MIGHT GO 
 

I K
OW SOMEDAY I’LL FOLLOW A
D I HOPE THAT WI
D WILL HELP ME 

       G                                                             A 

TO RID THIS FEELI
G DEEP WITHI
 MY SOUL  

  Officers  &  Directors  
Rick  Rhodes,  Chairman   602-768-0478  rick@arizonabluegrass.com 
John  Harris,  Vice  Chair   623-486-2421  johnh@arizonabluegrass.com 
Sam  Kerch,  Treasurer                              sam@arizonabluegrass.com 
John  Bragg,  Director        623-251-3741  johnb@arizonabluegrass.com 
Igor Glenn, Director                                    igor@arizonabluegrass.com 
Ken Killebrew, Director      602-228-3934  ken@arizonabluegrass.com 
Bill Sheldon , Director        623-572-2977  bill@arizonabluegrass.com 

  Regional Liaisons  
Flagstaff - Bill Vernieu        928-525-3001  bv4@mindspring.com  
Prescott—Bill Williamson   928-708-0843  wsquared00@cableone.net  
Tucson - Bonnie Lohman   520-296-1231  basslady78@comcast.net  
Yuma - Dennis Russell        928-782-9567  guifiddle@roadrunner.com  

           ARIZONA BLUEGRASS ASSOCIATION 

ABA Web Site  
 

webmaster@arizonabluegrass.com 
ABA Membership  

 
membership@arizonabluegrass.com 
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Arizona Bluegrass Association  

PO Box 8139 

Glendale,  AZ  

85312-8139  

www.arizonabluegrass.com  

 

The ABA Bluegrass Beacon is published monthly by the Arizona Blue-

grass Association.  

News articles, photographs, letters  and classified and business 

advertising should  be submitted by the 15th of the month preceding 

publication, to the  Executive Editor at johnb@arizonabluegrass.com .   

Business advertising rates are as follows: full page - $50; half  page - 

$40; quarter  page - $30; business card size - $15. There is no charge for 

classified advertising, "Band News", “Jams” and "Coming Events", which will 

be included on a "space-available" basis.  

Paid materials, and checks made payable to Arizona  Bluegrass 

Association, should be mailed to the Arizona Bluegrass Association at PO 

Box 8139, Glendale, AZ 85312-8139.   

The Arizona Bluegrass Association is a non-profit corporation formed 

under the laws of the State of Arizona for the promotion of bluegrass, "old-

time", gospel and traditional instrumental and vocal music of the United 

States, and is recognized by the IRS as a 501(c)(3) tax exempt organization. 

All donations of cash and property are tax deductible. Membership dues 

($20 per year for individual or family) are not deductible.  

Applications for membership may be obtained by writing  to Arizona  

Bluegrass Association, PO Box 8139, Glendale, AZ 85312-8139, or on-line at 

www.arizonabluegrass.com.  
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